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Some little while ago we had brought in for sale, a pewter 
Continental Currency dollar, Newman 5D: photograph enclosed 
herewith. We sent the coin to ANACS for authentication and it was 
returned as being false with the note ’Heavy copy’ I wondered 
whether, infact, you were sent this piece by ANACS and whether it 
was therefore condemned by you, or whether ANACS simply discounted 
it as being false after weighing it without further consultation: 
Could you tell me whether you have seen such a piece recently and, 
if not, whether you would be prepared to examine the coin with a 
view to giving an opinion one way or the other? 


For your information, I am also enclosing a few notes that I made 
for the benefit of our coin department in New York haviny just 
returned from the British Museum. 


I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 


Yours sincer 





Laurence Brown 
Coin Department 
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Some little while ago we had brought in for sale, a pewter 
Continental Currency dollar, Newman 5D: photograph enclosed 
herewith. We sent the coin to ANACS for authentication and it was 
returned as being false with the note ‘’Heavy copy’ I wondered 
whether, infact, you were sent this piece by ANACS and whether it 
was therefore condemned by you, or whether ANACS simply discounted 
it as being false after weighing it without further consultation: 
Could you tell me whether you have seen such a piece recently and, 
if not, whether you would be prepared to examine the coin with a 
view to SA7 509 an opinion one way or the other? 


For your information, I am also enclosing a few notes that I made 


wot 


for the benefit of our coin department in New York having just 
returned from the British Museun. 


I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 


Yours sincerely 





Laurence Brown 
Coin Department 


Enc 


As far as I am concerned everything about it looks right, style, 
fabric etc. I agree that the weight is heavier than usual, but I do 


not necessarily find this to be against it. 


Our specimen is from the same dies as the Norweb piece which weighed 


302 grains (19.56 gms), our piece which weighed 299 grains (19.37 
gms). 


The BM have four examples, but of course, not of that particular 
variety, and these vary in weight from 17 to 17.12 gms which may be 
why ANACS seem to think that our specimen is false because it is too 
heavy. If ours is too heavy and, therefore, false, why is not the 


Norweb specimen also false according to ANACS. 


You say that you do not like the edge of our epecimen. It is 
without design, and not entirely at right angles to obverse or 
reverse in a number of places; it does, indeed, slope at angle which 
is lower to the obverse than to the reverse. One of the BM 
specimens also has a plain edge and is angles in just the same way, 


lower to the obverse than to the reverse. 


The BM have one example of Newman 3D which is the lightest @ 17 gms, 


and the reverse of this provides the common reverse with Newman 5D 


which is what ours is. The reverse of the BM specimen and oursare 
identical. It is a splendid coin and was bequeathed to them in 
2517. 


The Newman 5D type was only Known from a rubbing in Adams’ notebook 
in the ANS collection and was noted as such in Scotts Comprehensive 
cataloque and encyclopedia published in 1936 where the Adams rubbing 
is illustrated. The same illustration was also used by Newman in 

‘The continental Currency Coinage’, Coin Collectors Journal Vol. 19, 
1957. The Adams, Norweb and our coin are all from the same dies and 


if the Adams is now ‘lost’ ours is the second knowaspecimen. 


Incidentally, I ‘rang’ all four of the BM specimens, compared them 
with oursand there is nothing to choose between them. The colour of 
ours is much darker than most of the BM pieces, but I cannot hold 


that against it, it has had a hard life in a box of junk! 


As far as I am concerned everything about it looks right, style, 
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reverse in a number of places; it does, indeed, slope at angle which 
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cataloque and encyclopedia published in 1936 where the Adams rubbing 
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‘The continental Currency Coinage’, Coin Collectors Journal Vol. 19, 
1957. The Adams, Norweb and our coin are all from the same dies and 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


4 September 1990 


Mr. Lawrence Brown 
Christie's 

8 King Street 

St. James's 

London SW1LY 6QT 
ENGLAND 


RE: Continental Dollar 
5-D 
ANACS #JK 0213 


Dear Mr. Brown: 


Following the receipt of your letter-dated 26 July 1990 concerning the 
1776 Continental Dollar Variety 5 D, I contacted James Lamb in New York 
by telephone in order to see the coin. You sent it with him to Seattle 
where I saw it on 24 August 1990. I asked for the ANACS authentication 
number so I could learn what was done there, as it was not submitted 

by ANACS to me for an opinion as was the customary procedure prior to 
the sale of the grading service. 


I will be glad to examine the piece and give you an opinion, but I think 
it is worthwhile for you to be able to pay for a metallic analysis unless 
we can obtain it without charge. There are other non-destructive tests 

I will be able to make. We would only expect to be reimbursed for out- 
of-pocket expense, if any. 

Please let me know whatever pedigree you have for the coin. 


It is fascinating as to what turns up. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN: bv 


c: James Lamb 
Christie's 
502 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 
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4 September 1990 


Mr. Lawrence Brown 
Christie's 

8 King Street 

St. James's 

London SW1Y 6QT 
ENGLAND 


RE: Continental Dollar 
5-D 
ANACS #JK 0213 


Dear Mr. Brown: 


Following the receipt of your letter-dated 26 July 1990 concerning the 
1776 Continental Dollar Variety 5 D, I contacted James Lamb in New York 
by telephone in order to see the coin. You sent it with him to Seattle 
where I saw it on 24 August 1990. I asked for the ANACS authentication 
number so I could learn what was done there, as it was not submitted 

by ANACS to me for an opinion as was the customary procedure prior to 
the sale of the grading service.. 


I will be glad to examine the piece and give you an opinion, but I think 
it is worthwhile for you to be able to pay for a metallic analysis unless 
we can obtain it without charge. There are other non-destructive tests 

I will be able to make. We would only expect to be reimbursed for out- 
of-pocket expense, if any. 


Please let me know whatever pedigree you have for the coin. 
It is fascinating as to what turns up. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
EPN: bv 


c: James Lamb 
Christie's 
502 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


4 September 1990 


Mr. Lawrence Brown 
Christie's 

8 King Street 

St. James's 

London SW1Y 6QT 
ENGLAND 


RE: Continental Dollar 
5-D 
ANACS #JK 0213 


Dear Mr. Brown: 


Following the receipt of your letter-dated 26 July 1990 concerning the 
1776 Continental Dollar Variety 5 D, I contacted James Lamb in New York 
by telephone in order to see the coin. You sent it with him to Seattle 
where I saw it on 24 August 1990. I asked for the ANACS authentication 
number so I could learn what was done there, as it was not submitted 

by ANACS to me for an opinion as was the customary procedure prior to 
the sale of the grading service. 


I will be glad to examine the piece and give you an opinion, but I think 
it is worthwhile for you to be able to pay for a metallic analysis unless 
we can obtain it without charge. There are other non-destructive tests 

I will be able to make. We would only expect to be reimbursed for out- 
of-pocket expense, if any. 

Please let me know whatever pedigree you have for the coin. 


It is fascinating as to what turns up. 


Sincerely, 





EPN: bv 


c: James Lamb 
Christie's 
502 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 5, 1990 


Mr. James Lamb 
Christie's 
502 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 
Registered Mail 


Dear Jim: 


Michael Hodder, at your direction, sent us for examination the 5-D 
Continental Currency dollar which is to be auctioned by you shortly. 
We are returning it herewith. 


We find it weighs 19.31 grams and has a specific gravity of 7.54. 
On the obverse there is a diagonal dent between the second N and 
T of CONTINENTAL; a dent between F and U of FUGIO; and a dent between 
and above ER in AMERICAN. On the reverse, the first S in MASACHS 
is missing as is the inner loop of the ring under MA. There is a 
raised defect over the right side of the first A and above it. The 
surfaces of the faces are reflective. The edge is plain and rough. 
The faces at the edge have some exposed bright metal spots from 
handling but otherwise the color of the coin is a uniform medium 
gray. The planchet did not leave room for the lower part of the 
Square ornament to the right of the date to be visible. 


There has been no metalic analysis made. 
Michael believes the piece is genuine. I also do, as I have found 
defects like the MASACHS situation on other varieties in the series 


struck in pewter. 
I hope I have been helpful. 
Kindest regards, 
y mes 
Ue 7 
Eric P. es 


EPN: bv 
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@ SENDER: Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 3 
and 4, 








Put your address in the ‘“RETURN TO” Space on the reverse side. Failure to do this will prevent this 


card from being returned to you. The return receipt fee will provide you the name of the person 
delivered to and the date of delivery. For additional fees the following services are available. Consult 
postmaster for fees and check box(es) for additional service(s) requested. 

1. O Show to whom delivered, date, and addressee’s address. 2. O Restricted Delivery 

t (Extra charge)t 1 (Extra charge)t 


3. Article Addressed to: 4. Article Number 
POS3/ Gs) a7 


Wr LaAm 
Nn ¢ : AME S de \s Type of Service: 


— cen [Registered C1] Insured 
* Wr on — Wises O certified 0 cop 
On FA 


ae Express Mail 
Peaeyork , WY [00% 


5. Signature — Addressee 
X 


6. Signature — Agent oe 
x OUMES, 


7. Date of Delivery 
































Always obtain signature of addressee 
or agent and DATE DELIVERED. 


8. Addressee’s Address (ONLY if 
requested and fee paid) 







PS Form 3811, Mar. 1987 * U.S.G.P.0. 1987-178-268 DOMESTIC RETURN RECEIPT 


UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
SENDER INSTRUCTIONS 
Print your name, address, and ZIP 

Code in the space below. 


e Complete items 1, 2, 3, and 4 on 
the reverse. 





@ Attach to front of article if space 
permits, otherwise affix to back 





of article. PENALTY FOR PRIVATE 
Endorse article “‘Return Receipt USE, $300 
Requested”’ adjacent to number. 
RETURN Print Sender’s name, address, and ZIP Code in the space below. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE (9%) 


WORLD OF COLONIAL 
NUMMISMATICS ap 


Another A.N.A. convention has passed, and while the feeling of most dealers was that it was one 
of the most poorly attended shows and was almost completely lacking in anything “special,” those of 
us interested in colonial issues had a pretty good time. There were many mouth-watering coins in the 
display cases of dealers Tony Terranova, Mike Ringo [who probably had his best show ever!] and Dana 
Linett. Fellow dealer Tom Rinaldo drove up from San Francisco, specialist Bob Vlack and several 
prominent East Coast collectors all added to the camaraderie of the “copper people.” It was indeed a 
comforting feeling that while collectors and investors were shunning the various slabbed coins 
[resulting in the famous “crash” of a few months ago], there have been many new collectors joining the 
ranks of those interested in the early numismatic issues of America. Other A.N.A. highlights: 


The discovery of the second known 1776 Continental “Dollar” or unit with the ornament after 
the Y [Newman 5-D], which graded better than VF and was slightly off center. Interestingly enough, 
this specimen was condemned by ANACS because it had a plain edge and was heavier than a “normal” 
Continental unit. I guess nobody ever bothered to read the wonderful description of the piece in the 
Norweb sale! It was later authenticated by experts Walter Breen, Eric Newman and John Ford. This 
makes the second known specimen, though the piece illustrated in the Newman work, which was 
copied from a rubbing in one of Edgar H. Adams notebooks, still remains unlocated. Look for the piece 
in an upcoming Christie's sale; this will probably be the cover coin! 


The A.N.A. auction be Heritage featured the extremely rare 1717-Q French Colonies Sol de 12 
Deniers, Breen 258. It is believed that this is the only public sale of this coin in the United States in the 
last century [though Mrs. Norweb was able to purchase one 6 Deniers and two 12 Deniers privately]. 
Estimates ranged from the “Redbook” value of $2,000 to around $1 5,000. It actually sold to a specialist 
for $31,900 with very heavy bidding well past the $20,000 mark. 


¢Fascinating talks were given by Eric P. Newman on early American mechanical counterfeit 
detectors [scales and other devices used to detect counterfeit coins] and Walter Breen, who answered 
questions from all fields of American numismatics. Unfortunately, a talk by John J. Ford, Jr. on 
“Numismatic Americana” had to be cancelled because of a family medical problem. 


Other news of note: 


eThe next Bowers and Merena sale features more duplicate Connecticut and New Jersey 
| coppers from the Boyd, Brand and Ryder estate collections. Although the quality won’t be as high as 
the last sale, this represents a good opportunity for collectors to obtains pieces that have been off the 
market for over 40 years. 


*Price lists of colonial coins have recently been put out by dealers Tom Rinaldo and Mike 
Ringo. Copies are still available from each, free of charge. We haven’t seen a list by Don Mituzas in some 
time, and hope that all is well with him. 


The recent American Journal of Numismatics, Volume I, second series, contains an extremely 
interesting article by Michael Hodder entitled “New Jersey Reverse J, A Biennial Die.” The 42-page 
article [along with two high quality photographic plates] presents a wealth of information on this 
reverse and the various obverses used with it, culminating in a very tight, and statistically accurate 
emission sequence for the issues. Probably the most shocking aspect was that some issues were struck 
as late as 1790. For those who are not Fellows or Associates of the American Numismatic Society, we 
strongly suggest getting in touch with them to see if a copy of this publication can be purchased; it is a 
bargain at any price! 





